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EO  12958  DECL:  11/05/2017 

TAGS  PREL,  PARM,  TSPL,  KNNP , ETTC,  ENRG,  TRGY,  IN 
SUBJECT:  PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATE,  GUJARAT  ELECTIONS  KEY  TO  GOI 
APPROACH  ON  US-INDIA  NUCLEAR  DEAL 

REF:  A.  NEW  DELHI  4857  B.  NEW  DELHI  4842  C.  NEW  DELHI  4835  D.  NEW  DELHI  4823  E.  NEW  DELHI  4803  F.  NEW  DELHI  4764  G.  NEW  DELHI  4763  H.  Ml 
Classified  By:  Ted  Osius  for  Reasons  1.4  (B  and  D) 

f.  1 . (C)  Summary:  The  upcoming  winter  session  of  Parliament  in  mid-November  and  Gujarat  state  assembly  elections  in  mid-December  will  play  a keji 
Timetable  Ahead  of  Parliamentary  Debate 


T2 . (U)  With  the  first  few  days  of  the  session  devoted  to  housekeeping  matters.  Parliament  is  expected  to  take  up  serious  business  on  November 

— November  11-12:  Meeting  of  Communist  Party  - Marxist  politburo  meeting; 

— November  16:  Meeting  of  the  UPA-Left  coordination  committee  on  the  US-India  civil  nuclear  agreement,  unless  that  meeting  is  postponed; 

— November  16:  Meeting  of  the  Congress  Working  Committee,  the  highest  decision-making  body  of  the  Congress  Party;  and 

— November  17:  Meeting  of  the  All  India  Congress  Committee,  the  broadest  and  most  representative  body  of  the  Congress  Party. 

Avoiding  Monsoon  Session  Gridlock 


f3 . (C)  The  discussion  and  decisions  taken  at  these  meetings  will  feed  directly  into  the  Parliamentary  debate  that  follows.  In  the  monsoon  sess 
Positive  Developments:  Left  Parties 
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J4 . (C)  The  US-India  civil  nuclear  initiative  still  faces  an  uphill  road  (Ref  G)  but  there  have  been  developments  in  recent  days  that  bode  well 
Positive  Developments:  BJP 


f5 . (C)  The  BJP,  while  it  continues  to  speak  with  many  conflicting  voices,  appears  to  have  softened  its  opposition  to  the  agreement,  in  part,  c 
Positive  Developments:  Congress 


f6 . (C)  Since  the  October  12  reversal  by  Sonia  Gandhi  and  the  Prime  Minister  on  the  US-India  agreement  (Ref  L),  the  Congress  Party  appears  to  1 
SIPDIS  committed  to  the  agreement  (Ref  B)  and  were  exploring  various  ways  of  getting  it  through  the  domestic  obstacles.  Speaking  at  a November 
Unpredictable  Debate 


f7 . (C)  It  is  difficult  to  foretell  how  the  Parliamentary  debate  over  the  agreement  will  turn  out.  The  Left  has  been  assiduously  courting  regie 
f. 8 . (C)  Given  that  the  Left  parties  are  unlikely  to  relent  from  their  opposition  to  the  agreement,  the  best  outcome  for  the  UPA  (and  the  deal) 
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if  the  Left,  BJP  and  the  regional  parties  corner  the  UPA  and  the  "sense  of  the  House"  is  clearly  against  the  agreement.  The  most  likely  scenari 
Gujarat  Elections  Holds  the  Key 


f9 . (C)  Embassy  agrees  with  many  observers  who  believe  that  if  the  Parliamentary  debate  is  a draw,  the  Gujarat  election  result  in  December  are 
f.10.  (C)  If  the  Congress  Party  can  put  in  a healthy  performance  to  make  a dent  in  this  BJP  bastion,  observers  believe  the  Congress  Party  will  i 
Comment:  Golda  Meir  Would  be  Disgusted 


f.11.  (C)  The  Congress  Party,  led  by  Sonia  Gandhi,  has  proven  especially  cautious  and  nervous  in  the  face  of  recent  extortionist  tactics  by  Prak 


